








Klöckner Pentaplast November 2020

Expansion of their Rural Retreat location to add new capacity 
for both heat shrink sleeve films and post-consumer recycled 
PET line. for the food and beverage industry
$48.55 million investment for new machinery and expansion

Creates 26 new jobs

Musser Lumber August 2020

Expansion of their Rural Retreat location to add new production 
and drying capacity for sawdust and wood shavings, which it 
will source exclusively from Virginia sawmills.
$2.4 million investment for new machinery and expansion
Creates 12 new jobs

Employer Legal Compliance Update: 2020 & 
Beyond! - CowanPerry
August 25, 2021 | Wytheville Meeting Center

Manufacturing Career Fair 
September 16, 2021 | Wytheville Meeting Center

Industry Appreciation Golf Tournament   
October 14, 2021 | Wytheville Golf Club

STS Group North America April 2021

Locating in Progress Park to supply body components to Volvo 
Trucks in Pulaski County and other truck and automotive facilities 
throughout the Midwest and Southeastern U.S. markets. 
$39 million investment for new facility and equipment

Creates 120 new jobs

Traeger Grills April 2021

Locating in Rural Retreat to partner with Musser Lumber 
and source Virginia-grown hardwood residual products to 
manufacture a variety of flavored grill pellets.
$3 million investment for new facility and equipment

Creates 15 new jobs

The Joint Industrial Development Authority of Wythe County is a political subdivision of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia that was founded by and is funded primarily by Wythe County, 
the Town of Wytheville, and the Town of Rural Retreat in Virginia. The Wythe County JIDA 
works to attract new business and industry to our area through asset-based marketing as 
well as to help existing business succeed.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

At the Center
of Progress

Did you know?
This past fiscal year in 
Virginia’s 138 jurisdictions, 
there have been 94 project 
announcements.

Wythe County had four of them.

CNBC names Virginia 
America’s Top State 
for Business for 2021! 
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$1.79million
Total Grant Awards

$60,000 
0% Interest Loans

$250,000
Wythe County

Non-profit Assistance Grant

$45,000
Rural Retreat

Non-profit Assistance Grant

$600,000
Wythe County Revenue Based Awards

$150,000
Rural Retreat Revenue Based Awards

$750,000 
DHCD Rent & Mortgage
Reimbursement Awards

During the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Joint IDA partnered with Downtown Wytheville and the Wytheville-Wythe-Bland 
Chamber of Commerce to create the 2020 Sustainability Loan Fund by jointly funding $60,000 to support small business needs in 
a time of economic uncertainty. Businesses were encouraged to submit an application to borrow up to $2,000 for 24 months at zero 
percent interest. Twelve businesses were supported through this program.

Continuing that partnership, the group brought in Visit Wytheville to explore more support opportunities. From there, the Open 
for Business – Recovery Assistance Grant was made available by Wythe County, the Town of Wytheville, and the Town of Rural 
Retreat through Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding and Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
funding awarded from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD). Through the development process, 
the working partners were able to design a universal application for businesses to access three pools of funding: tiered awards (up 
to $10,000) funded by Wythe County based on 2019 revenue, tiered awards (up to $15,000) funded by the town of Rural Retreat for 
businesses operating in Rural Retreat town limits, and rent and mortgage reimbursement (up to $10,000) funded by DHCD’s CDBG 
program.

CARES Non-profit Assistance Grants were also made available by Wythe County and the Town of Rural Retreat through CARES Act 
funding to support non-profit organizations providing services in those communities. Between the two funds, the Joint IDA was able to 
make awards of $5,000 - $15,000 to twenty-five organizations based on the number of applicants, demonstrated community impact, 
and services provided with priority given to food assistance programs, housing assistance programs, and emergency assistance.

COVID RESPONSE

WORKFORCE INDICATORS
Throughout the COVID pandemic, the Joint IDA has worked not only to support area businesses, but to support our workforce partners 
and job seekers. Working with our partners, we collaborate to identify and implement resources to better serve our business community’s 
workforce needs. During the pandemic, our workforce partners have promoted virtual career fairs, hosted virtual workforce exchanges 
to better understand a company’s specific hiring needs, and help make connections between available industry positions and job 
seekers with specific skill sets. As we near the end of pandemic assistance benefits and families are preparing for school to resume, our 
workforce team is excited to continue assisting our businesses in filling open positions and helping our community get back to work.

Annual Unemployment Rates 2020 Monthly Unemployment Rates Quarterly Aggregate Payroll

Open for Business Grants are still availabe to reimburse business rent & mortgage expenses up to *$10,000*! If you 
haven’t applied yet, visit madewythepride.org to learn more, or contact adminspc@downtownwytheville.org.



877-347-8307
VisitWytheville.com

2021 Attraction Anniversaries

Wytheville Convention and Visitors Bureau 
cvb@wytheville.org 

Insta

Wytheville Visitors Center
975 Tazewell St • Wytheville, VA • 24382

Beagle Ridge Herb Farm 
20 Years

Big Walker Lookout & 
BW Country Store 

75 Years 

West Wind Farm 
Vineyard & Winery 

15 Years

This beautiful lavender farm offers a 
variety of plants, activities, handcrafted 

herbal products and Southwest 
Virginia’s only walk through butterfly 

house, Flying Flowers.

At an elevation of 3,045 feet, this 
mountain top has a 100’  tower where 
“only the birds see more”.  This is the 

oldest & highest privately owned 
attraction in Virginia.

See how the “fruit of the vine” is 
transformed into award-winning, 

family-crafted wine & shop the 
Tasting Room’s variety of unique wine 
accessories & exclusive array of gifts.

Recovery Update
Don’t miss 

your chance to be 
included in the NEW 

Wytheville 
Visitor Guide... 

Reserve your space 
today!

877-347-8307www.VisitWytheville.com
Insta

www.facebook.com/wythecotourism

/visitwytheville

There’s Only One location where you can � nd all the 
information you need to plan your visit to Wytheville and that’s the E. Lee Trinkle Regional Visitors Center. Open 9 AM-5 PM Seven Days a Week.

Local, regional, state, and multi-state information about 
attractions, outdoor recreation, shopping, lodging, and dining. Follow the Visitors Center Signs from any Wytheville exit(I-77/81 Exit 73, I-77 Exit 41 or I-81 Exit 70)Wytheville Convention and Visitor Center975 Tazewell Street, Wytheville, VA 24382 877-347-8307 • www.VisitWytheville.com

877-347-8307www.VisitWytheville.com

VISITORS GUIDE

There’s Only One location where you can � nd all the 
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COMING SOON
Travel is rebounding strongly with visitor counts rising 

and revenues showing serious improvement over 2020. 
The summer and fall travel seasons are forecasted to build 
back to the numbers our community saw in 2019. Through 
incredible local and regional community support, our area 
was fortunate to not lose any attractions during this time. 
The pandemic has reinforced the value of tourism in our 

community and how important it is to do everything in our 
power to keep these revenues strong for our businesses, 

their employees, and our local tax revenues.



2021 Fall Events

Vintage Baseball Zombie Bash 5k
Williams Orchard 

Fall Festival
Helheim Haunted 

Attraction
Richdale Farm

Fall on the Farm

The Wythe County 
Vintage Baseball 

Clubs will be hosting 
spectators “1864 style” 
in Withers Park on the 

following dates:

• Aug 19th, 6 pm
• Sept 16th, 6 pm
• Oct 17th, 4 pm

A day-long 
event featuring a 

professionally timed 
5K, along with several 

family-friendly activities. 
Fun for runners and 

spectators alike! 2021 
date to be determined. 
Costumes encouraged, 

but not required.

Every weekend in 
October this Fall 
Festival comes 

alive with hayrides, 
pumpkin picking, 
a corn maze, apple 

shooters & pumpkin 
launchers, pony rides, 
face painting, bounce 
houses & much more!

Southwest Virginia’s 
newest haunt and 

fan-voted as a MUST 
see, experience 

Helheim’s apocalyptic 
world if you dare! 

Children 14 or
younger must 

be accompanied 
by an adult.

Every Saturday 
& Sunday from 

September 25th - 
October 31st enjoy 
a day on the farm 

featuring a corn maze, 
hayrides, an apple 

cannon, slides, games 
& more, (ask about the 

flashlight mazes)!

Museum Happenings
Harvest at the 

Homestead Festival

Saturday, September 25th, 2021, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Parking adjacent to festival site at the Wytheville Visitor Center, 975 Tazewell Street
Admission is $7.00/Adult, $3.00/Child
• Tractor display & demonstrations by Mt. Empire Antique Tractor & Small Engine Club
• Guided tours of the Homestead site
• Historic trades demonstrations, cooking demonstrations, children’s activities & more!
• Lunch available for purchase by Mt. Pleasant United Methodist Women1125 Tazewell Street

• New exhibits to open at the Thomas J. Boyd Museum, located at 295 Tazewell Street, will include the 
areas history of mining, African American business men & women, as well as communications.

• The Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum, located at 205 Tazewell Street, will feature the new Haller 
Family Discovery Lab with hands-on activities for all ages & a new exhibit on the Haller-Gibboney 
women, through the generations, in medicine, business & the arts.

• Thanks to a generous donation by the Rural Retreat Depot Foundation to the Town of Wytheville 
Department of Museums, a traveling exhibit, “Journey Stories”, is open to the public at the Heritage 
Preservation Center, located at 115 West Spiller Street. The exhibit, retired from the Smithsonian 
institutions’  Traveling Exhibition Program - Museum on Main Street, depicts a complex history 
of travel, immigration & transportation in America. Open during regular museum tour hours this 
exhibit operates on a donation only basis.

New Exhibits to 
Open in October

877-347-8307 • VisitWytheville.com


